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District Conference 2022
                          Rotary Rocks the Shoals a Rousing Success
Fellow Rotarians:
      I hope everyone who was able to attend the 2022 multi-district conference held in Florence, 
Alabama at the Marriott Shoals Hotel and Spa enjoyed the conference as much as I did.
Meeting and networking with Rotarians from 3 Rotary districts was truly special.  The weather 
was perfect, and the Shoals community had so much to offer with its rich history and so many 
sites to see. The hotel and conference center was wonderful and we were treated like royalty. 
The House of Friendship (vendor area) had much to offer. If you missed Sam Adam’s Corn Hole 
for the PHS, you missed it!
     All the conference speakers were absolutely outstanding.  The food was wonderful, especially 
the steak on Saturday night. Our District 6880 breakout meeting was quite informative, and the 
College of Governors had their own annual meeting.  
      The highlight of the conference was the Saturday night when the 3 District Governors, the 
audience and the award winning band produced two songs that will be shared around the Rotary 
world. 
      The District 6880 Memorial Service on Sunday morning was meaningful as we remembered 
Rotarians from our District who had passed in the last two years.
      A special thank you goes out to all the conference committee members who worked so hard 
in making “Rotary Rocks the Shoals” so special.
      For those of you who were not able to attend the conference, I want to share the information 
below.    https://www.dropbox.com/home/Rotary%20Rocks%20the%20Shoals

       ·      Pictures and videos of the conference 
·      Documents from the conference
·      Zoom recordings of the Annual District 6880 breakout meeting
·      Zoom recording of the District 6880 Memorial Service

                                                           Yours in Rotary Service,                                
Bruce McNeal

  Please see a few of the picture on the next page

https://www.dropbox.com/home/Rotary%20Rocks%20the%20Shoals


     R. I. DISTRICT 6880  IMPORTANT DATES 2021-2022 
April – June  AGs makes fourth quarter club visits.  
 May 1 Final Report for District Grants due from club to District 6880  May 

AGs complete Memo of Official Visit and send to DG  
May 30 Deadline to update membership for July SAR                                                          
June 3 - 9 Rotary International Convention, Houston, Texas  
June 6 Deadline to Submit District Grant Applications  
June 15 Deadline to submit contributions to The Rotary Foundation for credit 

in the current year. 

 Rotary believes in developing the next 
generation of leaders. Our programs help younger 
leaders build leadership skills, expand education, 
and learn the value of service.

Rotary has a long history of working with Youth, 
from providing scholarships, encouraging youth 
leadership and student exchange programs, to 
sponsoring youth-based service clubs. Youth 
Service is one of Rotary's five official Avenues 
of Service.

Link for more information:  Youth Programs | 
Rotary International

https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/youth-programs?msclkid=4e71d030cfc511ec9515b44db3fbc72a
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/youth-programs?msclkid=4e71d030cfc511ec9515b44db3fbc72a


Rotary Rocks the Shoals Service Project! The Multi-District Rotary 
Conference April 29-May 1st with Tennessee District 6760, along with 
Alabama Districts 6880 and 6860 hands-on Service project as We Rise 
Against Hunger in Muscle Shoals, Alabama. We packed 30,000 meals! It was 
a unique assembly line that involved lots of interaction and teamwork with 
great upbeat background music, stylish hairnets, and a coupleof hours of fun 
and team building. Great planning, DGBruce McNeal!

A Little Service at the Shoals…



Rotary Rocks the Shoals,,,,,,,,



District 6880’s Jim Golson received the Rotary 
International “Service Above Self” award during 
the District Conference in Florence, AL. The 
Service Above Self 
Award is Rotary 
International’s highest 
honor for individual 
Rotarians. The award 
recognizes up to 150 
Rotarians annually who 
have demonstrated 

exemplary humanitarian service, with an 
emphasis on personal volunteer efforts and 
active involvement in helping others through                                            
Rotary.  Past RI President, Mark Maloney, presented the award.       

Jim Golson Honored by RI

 (L-R). DG Bruce McNeal, PDG Jim Golson, 
and Past RI President, Mark Maloney

PDG Jim Golson (L-R) Past RI President, Mark Maloney, 
PDG Jim Golson and wife, Nancy 
Golson.



  “Houston, we have a problem…”

The 2022 Rotary International Convention will be an in-person event taking place June 4-8, 2022 in 
Houston, TX. Please encourage all Rotarians to consider attending.  I have attached the convention 
brochure as well as a infographic and below are 5 reasons to attend!  Feel free to use any of this on your 
website or in your newsletters and email blasts.
 
Rotary Internatinal Convention 2022, Houston, TX June 4th to 8th | Rotary  International District 6970

5 REASONS TO ATTEND THE ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN HOUSTON

1.  PROXIMITY— The best, cheapest, closest convention to attend.  The next RI Convention to be hosted in 
the United States will be Honolulu in 2027.  Cheap because of proximity.  Basically, Houston is in our back 
yard. 

2.  OPPORTUNITY— Learn the magnitude of Rotary’s reach throughout the 220 countries and territories 
Rotary touches.  Learn what Rotary is doing around the world as you visit booths in the House of Friendship, 
attend daily presentations and develop new friendships with those in attendance.

3.  ADVANTAGES—Staying at Rotary suggested hotels allows for the Rotary Free Shuttle and convenience.  
Posted in the lobby of these hotels is the schedule of the pick-up and return times to the convention center 
or convention events.  You never have to get into a car.

4.  ADDED BONUSES— The daily presentations are only one part of the convention.  There is a wide 
variety of Rotary sponsored events happening all around the city.  Visit and have dinner at NASA, attend a 
professional soccer or rugby game, visit museums, enjoy an evening of dining and magic with friends, the 
list goes on. 

5.  INSPIRATION— The Convention will expand your Rotary knowledge, but even better, it will inspire you. 
You will no doubt return to your club with a renewed enthusiasm and great ideas for fellowship and projects.

I encourage you to take advantage of this great discount and wonderful Rotary experience! Here is a link to 
short video promotion:   https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_INcbAhXjhw81.mp4?1619451778
 
 

Rotarians from around the world will invade 
Houston, June 4-8, 2022,for their International 
Convention.  Be on high alert for new 
friendships, old friendships and lots of service 
above self activities happening.  

REGISTER AT- https://convention.rotary.org/en

IT’S GONNA BE A BLAST!

https://convention.rotary.org/en


Rotary Visioning By:
Karla Sirhan

We are all asked as children “what do you want to be when you grow up?” and as we grow and 
gain experiences, we are taught that we must set goals and plan for our futures.  As adults, it is 
easy to forget that planning for the future doesn’t end when we achieve those initial goals of 
careers and family because planning takes time and time has become the commodity.  Rotarians 
choose to give our time, our services, our money, and our hearts to our communities and we do 
this in addition to having homes, careers, and families.  Planning becomes both a survival skill 
and a way to rest our minds because we know what to do and how to allocate our time to be most 
effective and efficient.  
 
Visioning (planning) for your club to be the best it can be and for your members to rest in knowing 
what is expected of them is more than just important, it is critical to your success.  Rotary 
Visioning is a tried-and-true process that is available to every club where fellow Rotarians who are 
trained take you, your club leadership, your club membership (the decision is up to each club) 
through a short process (approximately 4 hours) to envision your next 3 years.  
 
Covid has provided some opportunities for change and Visioning can now be done either face-to-
face or virtually; whichever best fits your club’s needs.  What you learn and what you gain 
remains the same.  Visioning answers 5 key questions and helps you develop a long-range plan 
for club success:

•Who are we?
•Where are we?

•Where do we want to be?
•How will we get there?

•How will we know when we have arrived?
 
You will address concepts such as your Club Motto, what your club stands for, what size you want 
your club to be, your club attributes, service (club, vocational, community, youth, international), 
fundraising, Rotary Foundation, and public image.  As a club leader or member, have you thought 
specifically about these important aspects of your club?  Are you ready to plan for success and 
maximize your impact in your community and the world?  
 
Additionally, the District 6880 Rotary Club Visioning Team is looking to grow, and we are looking 
for Rotarians who want to be part of the support and success of all our District clubs.  
 
If you are interested in being part of this impactful team or interested in discussing a 
Visioning for your club, please contact Karla Sirhan, District Visioning Chair, at 
rotarypassport6880@gmail.com or by phone at 334-405-1455.  
 
 
 

mailto:rotarypassport6880@gmail.com


While a Paul Harris Fellow recognition is a one time $1,000 to the Rotary 
Foundation, the Paul Harris SOCIETY membership is a commitment of 
$1,000 annually. 

It is as easy as giving $85.00 a month. Ways to Donate Donate | Rotary 
International

In addition to giving the required amount of money, you MUST complete 
the commitment form to join the PHS Club. 
See Link: Online Survey Software | Qualtrics Survey Solutions

You, Too, 
Can 

Become a 
Paul Harris 

Society 
Member

https://www.rotary.org/en/donate
https://www.rotary.org/en/donate
https://rotary.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eCYMZ3u8qeCZALb


Elba Rotary Club
At the meeting of the Elba Rotary Club on April 26 
Club President Steve Reneau recognized Tonya Jones 
as a Paul Harris Fellow.  Tonya is a Past President, 
currently serves as Secretary/Treasurer and recently 
provided leadership for the Rotary Golf Tournament 
which raised money for college scholarships and 
improvements to Tiger Town Park in Elba. 

We held our 2nd annual crawfish boil for our CBSR Garrett 
Phillips Memorial Scholarship fund.  We were able to raise $9000 
toward scholarships for seniors looking to attend a trade school 
and $4000 for Academic Scholarship, with $2000 left from last 
year, Totalalling $15,000!!

Central Baldwin Sunset Rotary



Troy Rotary Club
 The Troy Rotary Club hosted Ms. Kaley Green, the 

director of the Pike County Child Advocacy Center at 
the April 19th Rotary Club meeting.  Ms. Green gave a 

presentation on the role of the Child Advocacy Center in 
serving a four-county region in helping families, law 

enforcement and the courts deal with instances of child 
abuse. Pictured are: Rotarian James Bruce and Kaley 

Green

Dr. Sharon Everhardt, Chair of the Anthropology, 
Sociology, and Criminal Justice Department at Troy 
University, and Dr. Stephen Carmody, an Archaeology 
professor at TROY, spoke to the Troy Rotary Club on 
April 26th regarding an innovative program to engage 
women at Tutwiler Prison in vegetable gardening.  
This grant-supported project is receiving national 
attention as an effective program for incarcerated 
women. Pictured are Rotarian Brenda Campbell, Dr. 
Stephen Carmody, and Dr. Sharon Everhardt

Montgomery Sunrise Rotary Club
Congratulations to 
Montgomery Sunrise 
Rotary’s Jannah Bailey 
on receiving the Family 
and Community Service 
Award.



Mobile Sunrise Rotary



Mobile Sunrise continued….




