
Rotary Review January 
2022

I have been asked about the status of our 
Midyear District Conference with the “uptick” 
of COVID.  I have made the decision, as stated 
in an earlier email, to hold the Midyear 
Conference in a live session. 

To accommodate those who are not able to 
attend due to other commitments and those who had rather not attend 
a live session due to health concerns, we will make all sessions available 
via ZOOM.  ZOOM details and event schedules will be available closer 
to the event. 

Registration Link for live event
https://www.dacdb.com/SecLogin3.cfm?EventID=77552502

Please see the next page for more information about the conference.

I hope to see many of you there—

DG McNeal



YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!!
District Midyear Conference To Be Held in Dothan

Friday & Saturday    January 21-22, 2022

For ALL Rotarians
and Training for new President Elects and Secretary Elects

Great Fellowship! Fantastic Speakers! Excellent Training!
Wonderful Food! Fun Excursions!

(Conference Notes:  We are committed to holding this on-site 
Conference. As needed, adequate social distancing will be in place.  

Masks and sanitizers available)

For More Information Contact:  Bruce McNeal 334-791-8921  
dgmcneal2022@gmail.com

REGISTER NOW!!  https://www.dacdb.com/SecLogin3.cfm?
EventID=77552502 
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 What is the Rotary Leadership Institute?                          
By Howard Eddy, 6880 Faculty Chair

 
As Rotarians, you already are leaders, some in your community, some in your 
profession, and some in life in general…
 

In Rotary, the Rotary Leadership Institute or RLI, primary purpose is to give you the 
necessary tools and skills to be better Rotarians. As in every endeavor, the more you 
know about anything, the more interesting it becomes. Rotary is most assuredly one 
of those areas that the more you put into it, the more you get out of it. RLI can help 
make that possible for you.  Studies have show that graduates of RLI are more likely 
to remain in, and be a bigger part of Rotary, than any other demographic.  The affect 
of the world pandemic was to make the old model of full day in person learning 
sessions impractical, at least in the short run.  District 6880 traditionally falls under the 
“Heart of America” region but HOA had no online learning modules built and is just 
now developing curriculum and retraining facilitators.  Wanting to pivot to meet the 
challenge, District 6880 turned to our neighbors just to the East in the “Sunshine” 
region that includes FL, GA and the Caribbean and who already had an outstanding 
RLI online platform.  With that agreement now in place, District 6880 Rotarians can 
now take online courses presented by the “Sunshine” region of RLI.  The cost savings 
to the district from the switch away from our own traditional in person courses (renting 
rooms, meals and travel per diem for instructors) also made it possible for us to fully 
reimburse our Rotarians for the online registrations fees.  A win-win-win for all 
concerned!  
 
So what does RLI cover?  RLI is a great place for newly inducted Rotarians to quickly 
learn about the “Object of Rotary.”  Club Officers can build on their Rotary Knowledge 
to enhance their club leadership experience. Club Presidents can expand on the skills 
gained at their President Elect Training Seminar.  Long time Rotarians can re-kindle 
the old Rotary flame, and at the same time share their experiences with the other 
participants.
 
We hope our Rotarians will visiting www.rotarytraining.org and seriously consider 
completing RLI as a part of your Rotary Journey. We strongly believe the Sunshine 
Division of RLI offers the most up to date complement of RLI materials presented in 
the most effective manner.  Your attendance will add another new ray of “Sunshine” to 
you personally and to your Rotary Leadership Institute experience! (pun intended)
 

Visit the website, or register by class on DaCdb now!

http://www.rotarytraining.org/


     R. I. DISTRICT 6880  IMPORTANT DATES 2021-2022 
Jan 1 Rotary International Semi-Annual Report (SAR) & Dues due to RI District dues to 

District  Treasurer  
Jan 21 -22 District Mid-Year Conference, Dothan, AL 
Jan-March AGs make third quarter visit to clubs 
Jan 16-20 International Assembly, Orlando, FL. (VIRTUAL)
Feb 1 RYLA Applications due   (CANCELLED)
Feb. 1 Incoming Club Officers to be reported to RI  
March 1 Deadline to Submit Nominations for Club and Individual awards (See 

www.district6880.org)
March 3-7          RYLA @ Camp ASSCA    (CANCELLED)
March 17 Assistant Governor training in Nashville, TN  
March 18-20 Mid-South PETS in Nashville, TN  
March 31 Deadline to submit forms for the Presidential Citation to DG  
April – June  AGs makes fourth quarter club visits.  
April 15 Deadline for DG to submit Presidential Citation report to RI  
April 26 -May 1 District Conference, Florence, AL Marriott Shoals Hotel & Spa
 May 1 Final Report for District Grants due from club to District 6880 
 May  1  AGs complete Memo of Official Visit and send to DG  
May 30 Deadline to update membership for July SAR                                                          
June 3 - 9 Rotary International Convention, Houston, Texas  
June 6 Deadline to Submit District Grant Applications  
June 15 Deadline to submit contributions to The Rotary Foundation for credit in the current 

year. 

The Coffee Loft in Fairhope 
teamed up with a local artist for 
an Art Mitzvah.  
 
Over the course of six months, The 
Coffee Loft auctioned off three 
pieces of art by Mary Lou Cothran, 
whose grandson,Wyatt, works there. 
As a result of the funds collected, a 
contribution of $1,000 was made to 
the Rotary Youth Club.  Beth 
Goldberg, owner of The Coffee Loft, 
explained that Wyatt selected the 
Rotary Youth Club because he 
tutored math at there last year.  Wyatt is planning to offer chess classes this summer.
 
On hand to accept the contribution were Youth Club board members Daniel Galbraith 
(Rotary Club of Fairhope), Ed Hammele (Rotary Club of Fairhope Sunset) and Traci 
Miller Executive Director of the Rotary Youth Club.  Also pictured are Mary Lou 
Cothran and Wyatt.
 



         Point Clear Rotary

Rotarian Gary Carley welcomed the outstanding 
Fairhope High School seniors for December to a 
recent meeting of the Point Clear Rotary Club.  
Seated, from left, are Mr. FHS Devin Leonard who 
plays football and basketball; Biology teacher Leslie 
Charles, the faculty pat-on-the-back recipient; and 
Dorothy Sims, Girls State representative and an AP 

Fairhope High School’s Outstanding Seniors for 
November 2021 recently were recognized by the 
Point Clear Rotary Club.  They are Nyla Duffy, 
captain of the soccer team; Guidance Counselor 
Nicole White, the faulty pat-on-the-back recipient; 
and Leonard “Tre” Hawkins, football player.  
Back row is Rotarian Gerry Carley and event 
coordinator Elaine Thomas. 
 

Point Clear Rotary Vice President David 
Lewis welcomed retired Army Special 
Forces officer Robert Kirila to a recent 
meeting. With 
more than a 
quarter century 
of service, Kirila 
developed a 
remarkably 
unique portfolio 
of experience in 
Afghanistan, Iraq 
and South America in the fight against 
ISIS along with assignments for Congress 
and the State Department, among many 
others too numerous to list.  Kirila and his 
family live in Northwest Florida.

Lee Lawson, 
left, President 
and CEO of 
the Baldwin 
County, Al 
Economic 
Development 
Alliance, was 
the guest of Point Clear Rotarian, Kerry 
O’Connor at their weekly meeting.   Lawson 
brought his annual message on the economic 
development activities of the area. His 
emphasis on the job Is bringing new money 
and investments to Alabama’s largest 
county.



        Robertsdale Rotary Club
On Saturday, Dec. 4, the Rotary Club sponsored the annual 
Robertsdale Christmas Parade, led by Rotary Club President 
Rebecca Mills with Club members Howard Harper and wife 
Donna once again serving as Santa and Mrs. Claus. Sylvia 
Mattingly, the club’s program chair, was once again on hand 
to determine float winners, which will be handed out in 
January. They are: Subway, small floats; Heritage Church, 
medium; and Baldwin Flooring, large. Rotary Club members David Kitchens and Bryan 
Chandler were also spotted at the Silverhill Christmas parade on Friday, Dec. 3.
 
 
 

At the club’s noon meeting on Dec. 7, Rebecca conducted prize drawings on Facebook 
Live with the help of Brooke Butler with the Central Baldwin Chamber of Commerce. 
More than $2,400 was raised through the raffle, matched by a $3,000 Rotary 
International grant to provide school supplies and uniforms for Elsanor Elementary, 
Robertsdale Elementary and Summerdale School. Six prizes were drawn Tuesday and 
the winners were: Kathy Schreiber, two-night stay at Gulf Shores Surf & Racket Club 
with a $50 gift card to The Track, and a $100 gift certificate to Café Acadiana; Leslie 
McCraney, float session for two at Magnolia Float & Spa; Lindsey Mims, Yeti 65 Hard 
Cooler; Virgil Long, Pandora bracelet with charm; and Amy Ochello, four $25 gift cards 
to Rich’s Car Wash. Some supplies were delivered to the schools on Friday, Dec. 10 
with more planned for delivery in January.



 Robertsdale Rotary Club con’t
On Dec. 16, we held our annual Christmas party at Bethel Baptist 
Church with approximately 30 members and guests in attendance. 
Austin Young won the split-the-pot drawing and members brought 
blankets, which were donated to Phyllis Beam and Catholic Social 
Services of Baldwin County.

Frankie Kucera and Carl Johnson (host), 
spoke on the history of Silverhill. 

Greg Smith, chief engineer with 
the city of                                                           
Robertsdale (host Joe Kitchens). 

Sylvia Mattingly (host), Baldwin 
Youth Services 

  
  Rotary Christmas Party



Troy Rotary Club

The Troy Rotary Club kicked off 2022 
with a presentation by USAF Major 
General Walter Givhan (Retired) on the 
crisis related to Russia and the Ukraine.  
General Givhan participates in an 
annual meeting of retired military 
leaders from Russia and the United 
States.

General Walter Givhan and Dr. Raj Vinnakota

  Rotarian Marcus Paramore 
receives  a $500 check for Turkeys 
from Heaven from Treasurer Bob 
Mills.

James Smith, Quinton Cockrell, John Jinright
and John Dew.  Cockrell and Jinright provided a 
Christmas Music program for the Club in December 
14th.  They are both faculty members at Troy 
University.

Troy Rotary Club 
members ringing the 
bell for the Salvation 
Army.



Brundidge Rotary Club
 
The Brundidge Rotary Club 
celebrated the season with a 
Christmas Banquet and a silent 
auction to raise money for 
families in the area. The Pike 
County High School Interact 
Club joined them for this 
occasion.  The Brundidge Rotary 
Club is a small club with a big 
heart for service, raising $1,130 
with the silent auction.

Opelika Rotary Club
Rotarians take an oath to put “Service Above Self,” and that just was Opelika Rotary 
Club member Jeff Clary and his wife, Jenny, did.  The Clarys felt the call to do 
something for the area’s first responders.  They fed lunch to all of the Auburn Police 
and Firemen, to all of the Opelika Police and Firemen, and to the Lee County Sherrif’s 
Department.  “It was one of the most fulfilling ventures we’ve ever done,” said Clary, 
“We did it to simply say thanks for their service and protection 24/7.”



 Mobile Rotary Sunrise
Another highlight in 
December was the Bell 
Ringing for the Salvation 
Army.  In front of a 
supermarket in Mobile, 
our club provided music 
and bell ringing for an 
entire day. At day’s end 
the kettle  was filled to 
the top with donations 
from generous shoppers. 

 December is the month of Advent and since 
more than 30 years Mobile ROTARY SUNRISE 
enjoyed St. Paul’s Episcopal School Choir, 
directed by Jody Powell, singing Christmas 
chorals. This outstanding performance lead 
members and guests into a good 
holidays spirit.

 

Jackson Area Rotary Club

New Paul Harris awards

The Jackson HIgh 
School Interact 
Club sponsored 
by the Jackson 
Area Rotary Club.

Right-Helping with 
Food Pantry 
Donations.

Left-  Giving out 
money to different 
charities in town.



Montgomery Rotary Club
Congratulations to Noelle Waters, a student in 
Ms. Griffin’s class at Carver Elementary, for 
winning the Service Above Self essay contest for 
3rd graders in the county. There were about 20 
submissions.  Her essay titled “The Waters Way” 
earned her teacher $250 for the classroom, her 
class a pizza party, and herself $50! (Pictured L to 
R: President Stacia Robison, mom & dad-
Kenneth & Catrina Waters, teacher- Ms. Griffin, 
Noelle Waters, Grandmother- Lois James and 
Dictionary Project Chair Wes Littlefield.)

Chilton County Rotary Club
The Rotary Club of Chilton County organized and hosted 
the annual Christmas Parade for the City of Clanton.  A 
donation of $20 was requested from each parade 
participant and matched 100% by the club to be given to 
the Chilton County Foster Care Christmas Program. 
There were an estimated 150 floats and over 8000 parade 
spectators for the event. A total of $5040.00 was raised 
and donated from this event.
 
Pictured:  Members of the Rotary Club of Chilton 
County presenting a check to Marilyn Colson, Director 
of Chilton County Department of Human Resources.
 



Fairhope Rotary Club
 PDG Jerry Blacklaw has arranged a 
musical program featuring (in addition to 
himself) Mike Zoghby, Gil Wright, Daryl 
Wasp, Becky Jones, and Necie Borroni. 
The program will include eight songs from 
classical to silly. 

Every day, first responders put their own lives on the line to 
ensure our safety. First responders come to the aid of our 
families, our friends, and our community when in need. Our 
first responders are appreciated deserve to be recognized 
frequently. On October 12th, the officers of the Lakeside 
Interact Club wished to show our gratefulness and to say 
thank you by assisting the Eufaula Rotary Club in hosting 

the 4th Annual First 
Responders Chili 
Lunch at The Shorter 
Mansion. The Lakeside School’s Interact Club 
helped prepare and serve lunch to dozens of first 
responders throughout the day. We thoroughly 
enjoyed socializing with each responder and 
hearing their unique stories. We valued our time 
with these men and women that put their lives on 
the line for our community, and we were 
honored to be able to give back. 

Eufaula Rotary Club



Demopolis Rotary Club
The Demopolis Rotary Club participated in 
their annual Kids at Christmas project this 
December. They were able to provide 
Christmas for 23 kids in the Demopolis area.

The Prattville Rotary Club and the Prattville-Millbrook Sunrise Rotary Club recently 
combined for a special club meeting to welcome distinguished guest speaker and fellow 
Rotarian Governor Kay Ivey, the governor of the great state of Alabama.

Governor Ivey greeted an overflowing room of Rotarians and local media at the 
Prattville YMCA to discuss her Office's recent work. As a strong opponent to President 
Biden's vaccine mandates, she has led Alabama's legal fight to reject sweeping vaccine 
requirements and gave the crowd breaking news that a federal judge put a nationwide 
halt on the federal contractor mandate earlier that day, indicating that "momentum is on 
our side." Governor Ivey also updated Rotarians on Rebuild Alabama - the 2019 act that 
required the Alabama Department of Transportation to establish an annual program 
setting aside $10 million off the top of the state's share of new gas tax revenue for local 

projects. The most notable project near the Prattville area is the long-awaited widening of U.S. Highway 82. The 
enhancements to this stretch of roadway will shorten the daily commute for thousands of commuters and will 
complete the Prattville Bypass, which has been in the works for more than 60 years. 

"It was an honor to address the Prattville Rotary Club & the Prattville-Millbrook Sunrise Rotary Club," said 
Governor Ivey. "As a fellow Rotarian, I appreciate their efforts to help our youth and fellow Alabamians reach 
their potential. It takes all of us working together to make Alabama successful."

Prattville Rotary Club/Prattvilee-Millbrook Sunrise Rotary Club



Dothan Rotary Club
Each year the members of the Dothan Rotary Club purchase 
Christmas presents for Foster children.  This year, Rosemary 
McKibben, Board Member and Project Officer, also coordinated 
with the Salvation Army to provide children’s gifts for families 
that the Salvation Army is assisting.  Rotarians are provided a 
wish list and sizes for clothing and shoes.

Each Rotarian purchases gifts 
for the child that they are given 
and marks them with the proper code since we do not know the 
names of the children. The gifts are brought to the designated drop 
off location to be distributed. For many of these children, this is the 
only Christmas that they will receive.

For several Years, Rotarians have supported the 
Salvation Army Bell Ringers program.  Around the 
Christmas Holiday each year, Rotarians have an 
assigned collection post at a store front in Dothan.  
Signup sheets are passed around at weekly meetings 
after Thanksgiving so that members can sign up for 
the event.


